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National Crime Prevention Month
Written by Sherry Chen, Community Outreach Program Specialist

October is National Crime Prevention Month, the perfect time to review and reinforce
safety habits. Here are some practical tips everyone can use to reduce their risk of
becoming a victim and promote a safer community.

Personal Safety: Be Aware, Be Prepared

e Be Seen: Stay in well-lit areas when you are out, especially in the evening. Use
flashlights or wear reflective clothing to increase visibility. Avoid distractions
(screens and headphones) and stay aware of your surroundings.

e Safety in Numbers: Whenever possible, travel with a trusted companion, which
is a deterrent to potential threats and provide an extra layer of security.

e Communicate Your Whereabouts: Let your loved ones know where you are
going and when you expect to return.

Home Security: Lighting and Neighbors

e Turn the Lights on: Install motion-activated lights on your porch or around your
home to deter potential intruders and create a safe entry for your family.

e Know Your Neighbors: A good neighbor is better than a distant relative, and a
strong community network is one of the best crime prevention tools. Get to know
your neighbors today. You can contact the Irvine Police Department Community
Outreach Unit at CommunityOutreach@cityofirvine.org to initiate a Neighborhood
Watch Program.

Reporting Suspicious Activity and Crime

e Don’t Hesitate to Report: Many people do not report suspicious activity out of
fear or the thought that someone else will handle it. However, your report could
be the key to preventing a crime. Law enforcement depends on you to be their
eyes and ears.

e When to Call: For an emergency or crime in progress, call 911. For non-
emergency situations or to report suspicious activity, contact the Irvine Police
Department at 949-724-7000.
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For mare infarmation on crime prevention and personal safety, visit: crimeprevention@cityofirvine.org
“In Partnership with the Community”



