
 

 

Residential Burglary Prevention 

Written by Shiree Lind, Community Outreach Specialist 

Residential burglaries frequently happen in unoccupied homes, especially when people are out for 
school/work/vacation. To help prevent residential burglaries, consider the following tips: 

 

Make Your Home Look Occupied 

Make it seem like someone is always home. Use timers on your interior lights, television, and radio to 
mimic the presence of occupants. Ensure the exterior of your home is well-lit, especially the back 
and sides. While away, consider asking a neighbor to park in your driveway, and make sure to pick 
up any mail, packages, or fliers promptly. 

 

Secure Your Property 

Make it difficult for burglars to access your home. Trim any landscaping that could provide a hiding 
spot and plant thorny bushes near windows. Don't leave ladders or tools outside that a burglar 
could use. When installing an alarm system, ensure the audible alarms are on the exterior, and 
consider adding security film to glass doors and windows. Always keep your valuables in a secure 
location like a safe deposit box. 

 

Stay Alert 

Be aware of your surroundings and your neighbors. Verbally respond to anyone at your door, even 
if you don't know them, so they know someone is home. Pay attention to security camera 
notifications and learn how to retrieve footage. The best way to create a safer community is by 
knowing your neighbors and looking out for each other. 

 

Adopt Smart Habits 

Never hide a spare key in an obvious place. Leave it with a trusted person instead. Avoid 
announcing your vacation plans on social media. Report suspicious behavior immediately to the 
Irvine Police Department at 949-724-7000. 


